ID it ever occur to yeu,
you who are trying to
catch your breath in

the reaction that fol-

lowed the burst of anger that
seized you, when on opening that
interesting looking envelope the
postman, Cupid’s messenger's pro
tem., brought to you on St. Valen-
tine’s Day, you found one of those
dreadful “penny comics” that show
you yourself as your-ensmies see
you; whose brain conceived and
whose hand executed, with cun.,
ning skill, the foibles and frailties
of human nature?

Well, that interesting person,
the original and only “Valentine
man” Is now in Washington, where
he is spending the winter.

He is Charles Jay Howard, art-
ist, traveler, writer, and a2 more
genial, kind-hearted man would be
difficult to find.

N the thirty years he has been
making valentines Mr. Howard
has produced thousands of

Irawings, the reproductions of
which he estimates have passed
the enormous total of 500,000,000
copies.

When he began draiwng valen-
tine the yearly output was about
10,000,000 copies. It soon passed
15,000,000 coples a year, and is now
rapldly climbing from 22.000,00 to-
ward 25,000,000 a year.

One house in New York controls
the majority of the comic valen-
tine output of the world

Although a comic vs

entine may
be bought for a cent, and the best
do not cost more than 5 cents, the

profits of this valentine house are

above gures every year, it is
said. [oward draws all the
valentines for this house. He
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Not Art, But Caricature.
“Valentines, of course, arvre not
very high art, but they represen

which has always been

When I was a bor my
thinking that I shouln fol

mercial career, put me in

a mercantile house in New York
here: I amused mysel® grawing
'H’if‘ﬂ?"l'f" on w r.—.P!'lH'_" Illlppv’
lhis interested our enstomers, and
attracted the attention of the pro-

prietor, who advised my father to

iake an artist of me
“At the Academy of Design I

developed my bent for cariciture,
and on completing my conrse there
sent some drawings to the New
York house that has since em-
ployed me. Thelr acceptance of
those t]!’:l\\;HL'Q was Yh(' start of
career as the valentine man.”

When asked why he didn't make
his valentines better, Mr. Howard
said:

“The public doesn’t want them
any better than -ve make them

They wouldn’t be comic valentines

if we departed widely from the old-
fashioned methnds of jabbing at
people that we have n!wn_\'s‘ fol-
lowed I will say, however, that
the public taste is somewhat maore
refined than it used to be. We
have eliminated many things from
the valentines that once were ae-
cepted with delight, but would not
oW pass 'nuster. As for example,
drawing women in very low gowns.

We have also cut out. for reasons
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The Upper Picture Is of Charles J. Howard, and the Lower Is His Cartoon of Gimself Grinding Qut Comic Valentines.

half fer the
portion of society, and

of policy, all caricatures of certain

classes of dealers, and they won't the feminine.

; for those aime em hards’ are the most important,
race ridiculons
ly on the stage Iricshman.
subjects are also tabooed, religion
il polities being the chief ones.”
“How do you get vour sahjects
for drawings?"” he was asked.

We also go light-

» without merey,

t,napn to convey good and are in as great favor now as
ing more refined they were thirty vears age, when

I begah business.

“] can recall the senior member
of our house instructing me at the
start of my work to “hit "em hurd’
with so much esrnestness that I
never failed to attach importance
to this branch of the work
“While the ‘Hit 'em hards’ may
anger in many cases, they, doubt-
less do good by dispelling the van-
ity of persons who receive them,
and starting a train of serious

theught and Introspection.’

“Where do you get ¥
els?” continued the interviewer

‘T work without a model,” =aid
Mr. Howard, “for my studio is un-
der my hat. I study types wher-
ever I go, and that is one reason
why ] like to travel; it gives me
new types. I have a very retentive
memory for faces, figures, and cos-
tumes, and can make a sketch
from memory of any person who
attracts my attention
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Absorbed Almost to Rudeness.

“When I am cut walking, or in
public places, or street cars, I
sometimes become so absorbed
watching a good type as to attract
attention. More than once a wom-
an has glared at me because I
scrutinized her too closely. I try
not to ba rude, but my gaze, |
ﬂuppole, is sometimes more intent
than I think.”

“How are your drawings made?”

“Entirel> in pen and ink, on a
large scale. The publishers reda
them to whatever size they requi
and color them to suit their tas

They aleo prepare verses f
drawing, from a catch-line sup;
by me. I 2ave nothiug to do =
the preparation of th erses
They are not of & i -
but are written

omic vaient’ne siyl hich takes
better ‘hen real verse. Her
example of the rhymes,” said Mr.
Howard, holding out a “Long
joker,” representing a toy soldier,
with these lines “mder it:

Qpldier, scidier, muda of wood

Soma folks say yvou're no good:

Say you're nothing bwt a stick
Whom any foe with ease ocould gk
o w
Post Card Craze Helps.
Molly in the kitchen ght send
such & valentine to her friend Pat-
rick, & high private in the rear
rank, and think it a great joke. It
also takos well with friends of
volunteers in tue militia. Another
quatrain of doggerel accompanied
a “Long joker” on the auto enthu-

iast, as cllows:
)f guys whe ar» {diots through and
through
The aute fad’s developed not a few;
And of all the horde who blither about
You're thé rarkeast example beyond a
doubt,
The coloring on these valentines
is red, green, blue, and yellow.
“In the old days of valentine

's an

making,” said Mr. Howard, “the
printing was done with stencils, in

two colors, or sometimes three.
Girls were employved for the work,
applying the color with a broad
brush, one color at a time.

“Now the printing is done on

rapid presses from zine blocks.”

“Will the post card craze cut out
the sale of comic valentines?”

“Apparently n<t In fact, the
post card idea has added to our
business, if anything, as we repro-
duce many of the valentine draw-
ings in post card form.”
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i army-great because it
Ivpifies one of the American charac-
teristive, e searcli for mueh money
and comparatively easy work. Rnt it
is the saddiest army Imaginable. Im-
pefled toward Washington by failure
or mislortune or discontent at home,
it finds itvelf Aung, helpless .nd ig-
rorant, against the bulwarks oi efvil
service. which 1s the modern exem-
piification of the old principie that =

man should be allowed to retain a
pesition that he flis well,

"OPENING OF ENGLISH SOCIA

. and who wish to be summoned
to one of these courts, are request
written applicatior.
i0 the lord chamberlain, St. James’

wss.ble after Januar:

n.. bhefo~e that date.

prior to the departure It is not according to rule, un-

them get nothing. for ladies to attend court

for all all sorts of absence the Empress Mari

When making applications la-
dies are requested to state approx-
imately the time of year that will
for them to
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A LITTLE DOUGHNUT VERSE.

by the lord chamberl
o) e attend a court.

A lady attending 4 court may
one lady, for whom sha
must be responsible, in addition tc

The optimist the doughnut sees,
The pessimist the hole”
. ave been present-
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her danghter or dauvehter-in-law
The names of ladies w present-
ed shouald he forwa [, by the
lady who wishes to make the
presentation when she sends in her

own name,

Ladies may be accomp
court by their husbands if
ter have been presen
tlemen do not pass before t
King and Quegen. Ladies are r
quested 10 :‘:.rix‘nrd the names of
their husbands at the same time
as their own in order ih thie
may be submitted togeih:

The dress regulatio I
Ladies, full court dress. wiil
feathers and trains; gentlemen,
full court dress.

ALTHORP. Lord Chamberlaia.
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